
eISSN 2583-6986 
ONLINE 

IDEALISTIC JOURNAL OF ADVANCED RESEARCH IN PROGRESSIVE SPECTRUMS (IJARPS) 
A MONTHLY,  OPEN ACCESS, PEER REVIEWED (REFEREED) INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL 

Volume 03,     Issue  12,   December  2024 

 

EISSN 2583-6986  

©IJARPS JOURNAL, 2024     WWW.IJARPS.ORG 193 

 
 

 William Wordsworth: High Priest of Nature 

Dr. Mamta Sharma1 

1Associate Professor Hindustan College of Science and Technology, Farah, Mathura UP 

   Received: 24 Oct 2024      Accepted & Reviewed: 25 Oct 2024,      Published : 31 Dec 2024 

 

Abstract 

This is an insightful overview of Wordsworth’s environmental consciousness! His poetry indeed 

underscores a profound connection to nature that goes beyond aesthetic admiration. Wordsworth’s works often 

portray nature as a moral and spiritual refuge, essential for the human experience. His disdain for 

industrialization and urban alienation underscores a Romantic ideal: that reconnection with nature can restore 

a sense of purpose and wholeness, contrasting sharply with the dehumanizing forces of industrial society. His 

poetry becomes a call to protect and respect nature, offering a vision that resonates with contemporary 

environmental ethics. 
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Introduction 

  William Wordsworth's poetry is profoundly intertwined with environmental thinking, reflecting his deep 

connection to nature, critique of industrialization, and belief in nature's transformative power. A leading figure 

of the Romantic movement, Wordsworth viewed nature as a spiritual guide and moral force that shapes human 

consciousness. His work emphasizes the emotional and psychological impact of nature’s beauty, often 

invoking the sublime to highlight moments of awe and transcendence. Wordsworth also embraced pantheism, 

suggesting that nature holds divine qualities. He critiqued industrialization, lamenting the disconnection it 

caused between humans and nature, as seen in poems like The World Is Too Much with Us. His poetry 

frequently underscores the value of rural life and simplicity, portraying nature as a source of wisdom and truth. 

Through his work, Wordsworth advocates for a harmonious relationship with the natural world, emphasizing 

its spiritual and moral significance while encouraging a reconnection with nature in an increasingly 

industrialized society. 

William Wordsworth’s poetry is deeply rooted in environmental thinking, particularly through his profound 

connection to nature, his critique of industrialization, and his belief in the transformative power of the natural 

world. As a key figure of the Romantic movement, Wordsworth saw nature not just as a physical presence but 

as a source of spiritual renewal, moral insight, and a counterbalance to the mechanized, industrial society. 

Here are key aspects of how environmental thinking appears in his poetry: 

Nature as a Spiritual and Moral Force 

  For Wordsworth, nature is a teacher, healer, and guide. He often portrays it as possessing a spiritual presence 

that influences human emotions and morality. In his poetry, nature is not just a backdrop but an active agent 

that shapes human consciousness.     In Lines Composed a Few Miles Above Tintern Abbey, Wordsworth 

describes how nature has been his "nurse" and "guardian" throughout his life. He reflects on how it has 

provided him with "the power / Of harmony," allowing him to find peace and wisdom through his relationship 

with the natural world. The poem expresses his belief that nature holds moral value, offering humans a sense 

of tranquility and insight that is inaccessible through reason alone. 
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Sublime Beauty and Emotional Connection to Nature- 

 Wordsworth emphasizes the emotional and psychological impact of experiencing nature’s beauty. His 

concept of the sublime involves awe-inspiring natural landscapes that evoke a sense of grandeur and 

transcendence. He often associates moments of intense emotion with being in nature.   In I Wandered Lonely 

as a Cloud (commonly known as *Daffodils*), Wordsworth captures the joy and uplift that nature brings. His 

sight of a "host of golden daffodils" swaying in the breeze lifts his spirit, demonstrating how nature’s beauty 

deeply affects his inner life, leaving a lasting emotional imprint that he later recalls in moments of solitude. 

Pantheism and Nature as Divine 

  Wordsworth often presents nature as imbued with divine qualities, bordering on pantheism—the belief that 

God or the divine pervades every aspect of the natural world. He suggests that by connecting with nature, one 

can access a deeper understanding of the universe and the divine.   In The Prelude, Wordsworth reflects on 

the "blessed mood" in which nature helps him transcend his earthly concerns and glimpse a higher spiritual 

truth. He expresses a deep reverence for nature as a manifestation of the divine, portraying the natural world 

as sacred and capable of guiding human thought toward higher ideals. 

Critique of Industrialization and Urban Life 

   Wordsworth was critical of the effects of industrialization and urbanization, which he felt alienated humans 

from nature. He believed that the growing mechanization of life distanced people from the healing and 

enlightening power of the natural world. This concern is at the heart of Romanticism’s broader critique of 

modernity and its environmental degradation. 

  In The World Is Too Much with Us, Wordsworth laments the loss of connection to nature, writing, "Getting 

and spending, we lay waste our powers; / Little we see in Nature that is ours." Here, he critiques the 

materialism and industrial expansion of his time, which he saw as distancing humans from the beauty and 

wisdom of the natural world. 

The Transformative Power of Memory 

  Wordsworth believed that even the memory of natural beauty could have a profound impact on a person’s 

emotional and spiritual well-being. His poetry often highlights the power of remembering past experiences in 

nature as a source of solace and personal growth.   In Tintern Abbey, Wordsworth reflects on how memories 

of natural scenes from his youth have continued to provide him with "tranquil restoration" in later years. He 

describes the lasting influence of these memories, suggesting that nature has a deep and enduring capacity to 

shape human thought and feeling. 

Interconnectedness with Nature 

 Wordsworth’s environmental thinking emphasizes the deep connection between humans and the natural 

world. He believed that humans are part of a larger, interconnected system and that nature has a profound 

influence on human life. His poetry encourages an attitude of respect and awe toward the natural world. 

 In Lines Written in Early Spring, Wordsworth reflects on the harmony he perceives in nature, where every 

flower, bird, and breeze seems to be in communion. He contrasts this peaceful, interconnected natural world 

with the darker reality of human disconnection and exploitation, mourning that "What man has made of man" 

has caused such distance from nature. 
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Nature as a Source of Truth and Simplicity 

  Wordsworth often elevates rural life and the simplicity of nature over the complexity and artificiality of urban 

or intellectual life. He believed that true wisdom could be found in nature and in the lives of those who live 

close to the land. 

   In Michael, a pastoral poem, Wordsworth tells the story of a shepherd whose life in harmony with nature 

reflects the simplicity, purity, and moral integrity that Wordsworth valued. The natural environment serves as 

a setting for genuine human emotion and virtue, contrasting with the corrupting influences of the city. 

Conclusion 

Wordsworth’s poetry is a testament to the Romantic ideal of reconnecting with the natural world. His 

environmental thinking emphasizes the spiritual, emotional, and moral value of nature, critiquing 

industrialization and advocating for a life lived in harmony with the natural world. Through his lyrical 

celebration of nature’s beauty and power, Wordsworth offers a timeless reminder of the importance of 

maintaining a deep and respectful relationship with the environment. 
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